Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 LIBREV 01960 010644Z 
21 

ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /050W 

113133 

P301146ZSEP76 

FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8374 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIBREVILLE 1960 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR GB RH ZA 

SUBJECT: GABONESE REPORTING OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENTS 
REE: STATE 239436, SECTO 27356 

1. LOCAL PRESS AND TV COVERAGE OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
DEVELOPMENTS HAS MADE REGULAR REFERENCE TO USG STATEMENTS 
REPORTED REFTELS, BUT HAS TREATED THEM WITH SOME SKEPTICISM. 
GENERAL THRUST OF COVERAGE, LIKE THAT OF MANY WESTERN MEDIA, 

HAS BEEN TO EFFECT THAT DECLARATION OF FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS 
RAISES SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT VIABILITY OF PROCESS STIMULATED 
BY SECRETARYS EFFORT. THIS HAS GENERALLY BEEN ACCOMPANIED 
BY EXPRESSIONS OF HOPE EOR POSITIVE RESULTS, BUT NO 
OPTIMISM ABUT PROSPECTS DESPIETE UPBEAT TONE OF USG 
DECLARATINS. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER GOG COMMENT OE ANY KIND SINCE 
PRESIDENT AIRPORT REMARKS SEPTEMBER 19 

(LIBREVILLE 1880) AND NO REACTION TO USG STATEMENTS TRANSMITTED IN 
REETELS. STEIGMAN 
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